




















To advertlse in thIS section contact

Peter Britton on 01747 855335
email: peter@pitchcare.com

Use Airforce

Outstanding technology for the
restoration of Turf and Trees

The advanced
Airforce Terralift
machinery
Deep aeration and
root feeding to one
metre deep

* Sports Pitch Construction
¢ Earthworks ¢ Maintenance
 Drainage & Irrigation
e Custom Grown Turf
¢ Install n Playball Turf Tiles
01400 251605
www.fine-turf.co.uk
info@fine-turf.co.uk

As recently used on
the Waterloo Green and
recommended by Bowls

Manager Jim Parker

TERRAIN AERATION
T: 01449 673783 F: 01449 614564
email: terrainaeration@aol.com

www.terrainaeration.com

Lindum

taking grass a step further

Specialist growers of sportsturf with a
wide range of grades, rootzones, thick
and fibre reinforced turf

Tel: 01904 448675
sales@turf.co.uk

www.turf.co.uk

TYRES

GROWERS OF
QUALITY TURF
Telephone:
01842 828266
Website:
www.glawns.co.uk
Email:
sales@qlawns.co.uk

Sulphate of Iron

MOSS, ALGAE AND
WORM CONTROL

Groundsmen and greenkeepers are often left
sctraching their heads as to what can be
used to control moss, algae and worms.
Although fungicides are numerous their
suitability and availability can be somewhat
perplexing. David H Bates looks at the

options

ince the 1980s we have seen
Sthe reduction and removal of

previously effective
fungicides and herbicides. This is
likely to continue due to directives
from the EU to remove such
materials and direct us to more
environmentally proven practical
programmes.

Benomyl, carbendazim
thiabendazole and thiophanate-
methyl all belonged to the
benzimidazoles. These are toxic to
disease. This and many other
groups such as iprodione,
vinclozin, dicarboximide,
chlorothalonil and quintozene will,
if not already, be removed.

Back to basics

Specialist growers of turf
for sport and amenity

Winter sports

NO MORE DOWNTIME - 100% RECYCLABLE
WHEELBARROWS TO GOLFCARS
PSI RATED TYRES KIND TO YOUR TURF
CALL 01564 824343

Sulphate of Iron has been used for
well over half a century as a turf

Football and rugby
70% Ryegrass 30% Smoothstalk
Standard thickness up to 50mm

Golf
Greens, tees, fairways, bunkers WASTE WATER MANAGEMENT

Specialists in 1.2m wide big roll -
supply only or supply and lay

Tel: 01652 678 000

FOR PRICE AND TYRE AVAILABILITY
WWW.HANCOX.CO.UK

Help us to help you!

When responding to
advertising please
mention that you
‘saw it in Pitchcare’
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grass treatment as a component
to the traditional "lawn sand"
mixture. Its benefits have been
widely recognised and
consequently its role in turf culture
is now well established.

This article is presented to you
in an attempt to describe how
Sulphate of Iron may be
considered as a useful means to
discourage moss, algae, weed
invasion, earthworm castings and
certain diseases.

Modern approaches have taken
lawn sand and formulated a liquid
version, based on nutrition, to
assist the modern turf manager.
Feeding in such a way assists in
the sward’s development, hence
rendering these problematic
situations less of a concern.

The effects of Sulphate of Iron

on moss, algae and weeds, either
alone or in conjunction with
Sulphate of Ammonia and a
carrier, is very quick, although it is
important to recognise that the
control may be short lived.
However, as lawn sand and the
liquid formulation are very cheap
to purchase, it is probably the
most cost effective pesticide for
moss control available. Sulphate
of Iron applied at the rate of 10 to
15 litres per hectare is proven to
be most effective on both moss
and algae in turf.

Whilst some suppression of
algae may be achieved by
repeated applications, long lasting
control will only be achieved by
correcting the cultural conditions



The effects of Sulphate of Iron on
moss, algae and weeds, either alone
or in conjunction with Sulphate of
Ammonia and a carrier, is very quick,
although it is important to recognise
that the control may be short lived

such as poor
drainage,
shade,
compaction,
sward density
and soil
wellness. All
these
problems
favour moss
and algae.

Additional
benefits of
regular
Sulphate of
Iron may be
gained in the
control of
broad leaved weeds, especially
when used in conjunction with
Sulphate of Ammonia.

Earthworms cannot tolerate
acidic turf. Therefore, as the liquid
formulation is acidic, this will
assist in keeping earthworms
away from the turf surface, hence
castings on the surface are greatly
reduced.

As a consequence, the problem
of earthworm casts providing seed
beds for weeds, creating muddy
conditions and interfering with the
play qualities should be reduced.
Certainly, in the early winter
months and spring, it would
appear to inhibit the earthworm
castings for a month of so. This
will, of course, have a positive
effect on the maintenance and
turf management.

Sulphate of Iron may have a
positive effect against disease,
particularly in cool, wet weather.

Fusarium patch disease will
cause serious damage to greens
and other fine turf areas. The
fungal pathogens which cause
Fusarium are active under neutral
or alkaline soil conditions at the
surface of the turf where the
fungus is most active.

Therefore, if you affect and
acidify the plant tissue and thatch
by applying Sulphate of Iron to it,
this will help to reduce or possibly
control its ingress. Whilst it is
accepted that this is not as
effective as fungicide sprays,
regular use of Sulphate of Iron will
help minimise incidences and
severity of Fusarium patch, thus
reducing the need for fungicide
applications.

Due to more and more sports
facilities being constructed
predominantly with sand, there is
an increased likelihood of attack
by Take-all-patch disease. This also
favours an alkaline turf surface.
Again, applying Sulphate of Iron
and acidifying the turf surface may
limit the spread of this disease.

Sulphate of Iron has been
recognised and widely known for
its darkening effect on turf colour,
thus producing a more attractive
sward. This affect is mainly due to
the darkening of the crown of the
grasses, hence its action tends to
make the thin sward less
noticeable to the sports person.

There are several liquid
formulation of iron contained
within sulphur and amine nitrogen
which are designed specifically to
have a cosmetic effect on the turf.
Such products produce rapid
colour improvement while
reducing moss, algae, weeds,
fungi and earthworm castings.

There is always a consequence
of utilising Sulphate of Iron as it
will induce black layer within the
profile and, if the application rate
is not adhered to, the
consequences may well be
devastating as experienced by
Greenkeeper and Groundsmen
alike. Regular application may
also prove detrimental, therefore,
great care needs to be taken.

These views are that of David H.
Bates Agronomy Service only, but
may be worth your consideration.
David may be contacted on 07736
066031 or email at
DHBatesservices@aol.com

To advertise in this section contact

CI ssifieds

Peter Britton on 01747 855335
email: peter@pitchcare.com

WEED CONTROL

Eradicate
Japanese Knotweed!

comp
eed control Ecologically-friendly, cost effective
A and guaranteed.

call the industry experts... The most effective method for

the removal of Japanese Knotweed

and other invasive weeds.

0800 783 2884

www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

www.japaneseknotweedcontrol.com

Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd

0845 643 1168

H’_lgaved Selective
ced Control

 Sporis Turf Nutrition
===Soijl Pest Control

= Grass'Growth Begtilation

=Moss, Control

= Invasive Weed Control

= Aquatic Weed Control

Languard
Vegetation
Management

Safeguarding the Environment
T: 01858 880898 E: info@languard.co.uk

www.pitchcare.com

GroundCare Direct at
P Limited

Quality Pre-owned and Lease End Machinery

-
nomix
emnvir
enhancng envirenments

Sustainable Herbicide
Solutions

01264 388050
nomixenviro@frontierag.co.uk
Www.nomixenviro.co.uk

==H
Lipart Specaaieds

Free Advice—Get the right machine for job
Competitive Prices—Compare our prices for superb value
Full PDI/Service—Fully prepared and ready for work
Finance & Lease—Tailored to your spacific needs
Export—All documentation and movement handled

Delivery—LUK and European Wide

For Latest & Forthcoming Stock Please Visit Our Website

www.pilimited.co.uk sales@ pilimited.co.uk 01635 551665
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You’re not singing

anymore!

NATIONAL
League One
rughy side
Nottingham
had a larger
crowd than
usual for their
match against
Exeter Chiefs.

But it’s safe to
say they were
not put off by a
louder roar
from the
Meadow Lane
stands as the
extra faces were inflatable
“supporters”.

About 1,000 inflatable fans
were put in the stadium by
Airheads, a Nottingham-
based company who
specialise in enhancing crowd
scenes for films, TV,
commercials and promotional
work.

The firm spent hours
blowing up and dressing up
the supporters, who sat in the
Family Stand, attempting to
make them look
indistinguishable from the
normal fans.

Airheads director, Lee
Harris, hopes the gimmick
can help Nottingham Rugby
continue to build their fan
base.

“As a local firm we are
really keen to support
Nottingham Rugby in their

uest to raise the profile of
the club,” he said. “We want
to encourage people to get
behind anc% su%p(?rt the{g‘f
local team.”

The inflatables added to a
crowd of 1,305 at Notts
County’s stadium, who
watched Nottingham go
down 15-14 to the Chiefs.

Teed off with

THE heavy snow in February
meant that staff at Daventry
and District Golf Club spent
five days cleaning up rubbish
and repairing damage after
sledgers and skiers hopped
the fences to use the course’s
undulating terrain.

The worst damage was
caused when a 4x4 was driven
up the hill, across a fairway
and almost reached a green
before it lost grip on the ice.
The driver appears to have
tried to turn round, but slid
sidewai/s and tore up the
ground.

Litter was also strewn across
the course, including a plastic
garden table which had its
legs taken off so it could be
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damage

used as a sledge.

Club Secretary, Colin Long,
said: “We found twenty-seven
estate agent signs, seventeen
plastic inflatable beds, seven
or eight inflatable dinghies
and a large amount of plastic
sheets and other general bits
of plastic. There was also
plastic and glass bottles and
cans left all over the place
and broken glass. We had to
hire a skip in order to get rid
of it all.”

It took three days to clear
up the litter and another two
to carry out the repairs,
although the course was able
to stay open during this time.

A tree wood ...

A long-forgotten
hook and an
astonishing slice of
luck have
combined to create
a unique trophy for
members of Eaton
Golf Club in
Norfolk.

The story begins
years ago when an
anorz(mous golfer
stood on the first
tee and hooked his
ball into a high }
hedge of conifers,
planted between the hole and
the ninth green. The ball was
lost without trace - until
recently, when the winter
programme at Eaton
included cutting down the
trees.

As greenkeeper Richard
Mitchell sawed the felled
trees into lengths he realised
he was looking at a cross-
section of trunk - with a golf
ball embedded in it.

“It's an incredible find,”
said Eaton’s manager Peter
Johns. “It was pure luck that
1t was discovered. If Richard
had cut the trunk an inch or
two either way we’d never
have known the ball was
there. We think it came off
the first tee, went into the

trees and was lost. It must
have lodged in a fork or
embedded itself in the trunk
and the tree just grew round
it.”

The cross-section -
inevitably known as a tree
wood - was entrusted for
preservation to Jim Cook, a
past captain and skilled
woodworker. It’s thought it
will become a trophy and one
idea is to use it as an honour
board to record all holes-in-
one at the short ninth hole.

Classifieds

These actual classifieds from
local papers have nothing
whatsoever to do with the
turfcare industry but should
provide you wig a smile for
your day.
FREE Yorkshire Terrier 8
{;ears old. Hateful little
astard. Bites.

FREE Puppies - % Cocker
Spaniel, %2 sneaky
neighbour’s dog.

FREE Puppies. Mother -
Kennel Club registered
German Shepherd, Father -
Superdog, able to leap tall
fences in a single bound.

COWS, Calves - never bred.
Also one gay bull for sale.
JOINING Nudist Colony!

Must sell washer and dryer
£100.

WEDDING Dress For Sale.
Worn once by mistake. Call
Stephanie.

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Complete set of
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 45
volumes. Excellent condition,
£200 or best offer. No longer
needed. Got married last
month. Wife knows
everything.



Quote me happy

“There’s two scenarios here. It’s an anagram,
isn't it? If I get promoted I'm a god an(% if we
don’t I'm a dog.” Wolves manager, Mick
McCarthy, might have a future in crossword
compiling if his side fail to win promotion.

“The referee tonight is Turkish, that’s a new
language for Craig Bellamy to argue in.” ITV
commentators in the second leg of Man City
v Copenhagen.

“Cook was out on the pull against South
Africa.” Cricket commentator during West
Indies-England.

“Stephen Ireland’s on his own. He’s looking
for Kompany.” Fox Sports commentator
watching West Ham v Man City

“Ramdin cuts it off his stumps. He’ll cut
anything, will Ramdin, including the ribbon
at a local village fair.” CMJ on TMS identifies
DR’s favourite shot.

“Knowledge is knowing
that a tomato is a fruit;
wisdom is knowing not
to put it in a fruit
salad.” Brian
O’Driscoll when asked
about his relationship
with England coach
Martin Johnson.

Itsa fr.uit youl{ﬁlow

“He wouldn’t even bowl my mum and my
brother out. He’s ordinary. But then my mum
was better than me...” Geoffrey Boycott
talking about Daren Powell on TMS

“They chanced their arm, and it came off.”
Brian Moore during the England-Wales
rugby match.

“France are playing with a game-plan
implemented by Inspector Clouseau.” Brian
Moore again during England-France game.

“We know we cannot let them do what they
want to do. If they do what they like to do, we
will expose ourseK’es.” Arsene Wenger
speaking about Roma and a new way of
winning.

“As a batsman, you were taught three calls:
‘Yes’, ‘No’, and “Wait’. Then there were the
rest: ‘Go back’, ‘What you doing in my
crease?!’, ‘See you bacﬁ in the pavilion’.” Tony
Cozier’s beginner's guide to running
between the wickets on TMS.

“City aren’t used to playing two-legged
football.” Danny Mills referring to
Manchester City’s inexperience of the UEFA
Cup format.

More at www.bbc.co.uk

Forward THINKING

Dates for your diary

6th to 10th - 1st Npower Test,
England v West Indies, Lord’s
(www.cricketworld.com)

12th to 14th - S.E.D 2009,
Rockingham Motor Speedway,
Northamptonshire (www.sed.co.uk)

14th to 18th - 2nd Npower Test,
England v West Indies, Riverside,
Durham (www.cricketworld.com)

16th - Rugby Union, Guinness
Premiership Final, Twickenham
Stadium
(www.guinnesspremiership.com)

19th - Rugby Union, Heineken Cup
Final, Murrayfield Stadium,
Scotland (www.ercrugby.com)

19th - Campey Turfcare demo day,
Leigh Sports Village, Lancashire
(www.pitchcare.com/calendar)

19th to 23rd - RHS Chelsea Flower
Show, Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
London (www.rhs.org.uk/chelsea)

21st - Campey Turfcare demo day,
Shrewsbury School, Shropshire
(www.pitchcare.com/calendar)

28th to 31st - European Open Golf,

The London Club, Ash, Kent,
England (www.europeantour.com)

30th - FA Cup Final, Wembley
(www.thefa.com)

5th to 21st - Twenty20 World Cup,
Lord’s/Oval/Trent Bridge
(www.cricket20.com)

6th - Horseracing, Epsom Derby
(www.epsomderby.co.uk)

8th to 14th - Tennis, Aegon
Championships, The Queen’s Club,
London
(www.aegonchampionships.com)

16th to 20th - Horseracing, Royal
Ascot, Ascot Racecourse
(www.ascot.co.uk)

18th to 21st - Golf, US Open
Championship, Bethpage State
Park, New York (www.usopen.com)

22nd to 5th July - Tennis,
Wimbledon Championships, AELTC
(www.wimbledon.org)

24th - TGA Turf Show, Q Lawns,
Thetford, Norfolk
(www.turfshow2009.co.uk)

8th to 12th - Cricket, The Ashes
2009, 1st Npower Test , Swalec
Stadium, Swansea
(www.cricketworld.com)

9th to 26th - Cartier International
Polo, Guards Polo Club, Windsor
(www.guardspoloclub.com)

9th to 12th - Golf, Barclays Scottish
Open, Loch Lomond GC, Scotland
(www.barclaysscottishopen.co.uk)

16th to 20th - Cricket, The Ashes
2009, 2nd Npower Test , Lord’s
(www.cricketworld.com)

16th to 19th - Golf, 138th Open
Championship, Turnberry, Scotland
(www.britishopengolf.co.uk)

28th - 1st Aug - Glorious Goodwood,
Goodwood Racecourse, West
Sussex (www.goodwood.co.uk)

30th - 3rd Aug - Cricket, The Ashes
2009, 3rd Npower Test , Edgbaston
(www.cricketworld.com)

To add your event to Forward Thinking
please email details to ellie@pitchcare.com
and don’t forget that you can add it to
Pitchcare’s online calendar yourself! Simply
log on to www.pitchcare.com, select
‘Calendar’ in the Home drop down button on
the top banner and click on “Add event’ at
the top of the page.

Golf course design from the far side!

A quiet month for ‘Lozisms’ as our Laurence was busy doing ‘other things’. Fortunately, it

wasn’t connected to writing of any description!

... 4 bite at both cherries

Most of the golf courses are designed by people that are still dead

Andy introduced a over-seeding programme which involved overseeding

... and asked him to come and have a look at the squire
Neil explained that there was a risk involved, due to the short window

At the end of January, and on 2nd February Martin was hit with 10 inches

of snow for several days

The day was spilt into four sessions




'IORQ Countonit.

Stand Out

with our . .

Grandstand™ Stand-On
Zero Turn

Suspension platform helps
reduce operator fatigue.This
platform folds-up converting the
mower to a walk-behind zero-turn

2-in-1

Stand-On Walk-Behind

Optional - Recycling®© Kit
enables the deck to deliver
superb mulching performance

Toro Grounds Produc

Groundsmaster Z Master Mid-Size Wide Area 66cm Heavy Duty
7200/ 7210 Range Zero Turn Range Zero Turn Range Walk Behind

Hayter Limited, Spellbrook, Bishor email: sales@hayter.co.uk Tel: +44 (0) 1279 723444




